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 Sydenhams Builders 

Merchants are proud sponsors of the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex)

WELCOME

Welcome to the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) newsletter Issue number 128.

If you have any content for the newsletter, please contact media.wessexleague@googlemail.com.  

LEAGUE NEWS

FEBRUARY APPOINTMENTS – February’s Official Appointments are now available online, at www.wessexleague.co.uk. The remainder of January’s appointments are also still available online. 

IOW SENIOR CUP – The draw for the Isle-of-Wight Senior Cup has been made and is as follows:

BRADING TOWN v Ventnor
EAST COWES VICS v Ryde Saints
NEWPORT (IOW) v Shanklin
West Wight v COWES SPORTS
PLAYER LOOKING FOR A CLUB - Simon Goldsborough will be in Dorset from mid February for a few months. He has trials for several London and Birmingham clubs, but is looking for a club closer to home. Simon's email is simongoldsborough@yahoo.com. 

WILTSHIRE HOSPITAL CUP – The draw for the last eight of the Wiltshire Hospital Cup has been made and is as follows:

AMESBURY TOWN v Redlynch and Woodfalls
LAVERSTOCK & FORD v Salisbury City
Shrewton United v BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS
DOWNTON v PEWSEY VALE
CLUB NEWS

AFC PORTCHESTER - AFC Portchester were due to travel to Evo-Stik Southern Premier Division side, AFC Totton, on Tuesday 24th January. However, the game was postponed due to a waterlogged pitch and it will now be replayed on Tuesday January 31st 2012 at the Testwood Stadium, kicking off at 19:45.

BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES - Bournemouth Poppies will be away to Billingham Synthonia in the 5th Round of the FA Vase. Poppies won 2-1 at home to Royston Town in the last round at their Victoria Park home ground but this time, Kenny Vaughan's men will travel north in a bid to earn a quarter-final place. Tie will take place on Saturday February 11th 2012.

HYTHE AND DIBDEN - Tony Moyst's funeral is to be held at Southampton Crematorium West Chapel on Tuesday February 7th at 11.30am. People are then invited back to Hythe and Dibden Football Club.
RINGWOOD TOWN – BY AUBREY HODDER - Following the departure of Wayne Lockey, who has the best wishes of all at Ringwood Town FC, we have now completed the reorganisation of the coaching and management teams.

In making our decision, the emphasis has been on internal promotion and generation of a culture within the club that will enable progress of youth players to the first team and development of a playing style that is consistent throughout the club. We also felt that it was important to have a strong local influence.

The appointments are as follows:
Will Heggan becomes first team manager. Will is currently manager of the Club's Under 18s (Hampshire) team. Andy Graves will be assistant manager, and they will be joined by Steve Steele and Jim Edwards to form the first team management group. Steve Steele and Andy Graves will continue as caretaker managers until Will assumes his role, which is expected towards the end of this season.
Graham Pope and Dave Mullings continue in their roles as reserve team manager and assistant manager, respectively.

Pete Alvis returns to the club as development officer. His role will include facilitation of communication between teams, support all managers in identifying players with potential from within and, if necessary, outside the club and provide feedback on opposing teams.

Martin Fox will become club coach as well as retain his roles as U18 coach and U12 manager. His senior coaching team will be Andy Graves, Steve Steele, Paul Manning, who is a current player and also a highly qualified coach, and Lee Cooper who is also a manager of a youth side and an excellent coach. This team will be responsible for implementing the agreed style of play throughout the Club. 

Phil King and Richard Bareham will manage the U18 Hampshire and Dorset sides, respectively.

The final appointment is that of John Sainty, who will head the new youth academy. The remit of this vital role is to ensure that the most talented youth players within the club remain and fulfill their potential, providing competition for U18, Reserve and 1st team places. John will initially concentrate on next season U14, U15 and U16 players, however the intention is to replicate the procedure for age U9 and U10 and U11 to U13.  We plan to have an elite squad and players selected for this will be by chosen by John and these may also include players from outside the club, although club players are the first priority. These players will attend separate training sessions and play in matches against other academies; however they will still be available to play for their club teams. We are hopeful a sponsor is close to be secured to provide kit and training equipment for this squad.

We are confident that these appointments will enable us to achieve the ambitions for the club and close the gap between the youth and senior sides.

MATCH REPORTS

Alresford Town 1-2 Romsey Town (Premier Division)

By GREG BOUGHTON at Arlebury Park – 28/01/12
Two first half goals proved decisive as Alresford slumped to a second successive defeat against a buoyant Romsey side who lived up to their high league placing with a well-deserved three points.  Alresford gave striker Stuart Mott his first start since early October, while Romsey fielded ex-Magpie Chris Morris in central midfield.

The visitors were quickest out of the blocks, and took the lead on 15 minutes when Chris Hall broke past the home defence through the inside right channel.  His precision pass gave the lively Ryan Long the chance to side-foot home from around the penalty spot, and he made no mistake.

Romsey doubled their lead on 22 minutes when Danny Edwards uncharacteristically missed the chance to clear a bouncing left-wing cross, and Hall hooked the ball into the top left corner of the net with his back to goal.

Alresford belatedly woke up after that, with Chris Manning and Simon Everett prompting and probing from midfield.  But Chris Waller in the home goal was by far the busier of the two keepers, and kept his side alive with several good stops, particularly with his feet.

The Magpies played better in the second half, but by and large their finishing was wayward, and Romsey keeper Matt Brown was rarely tested.  The exception came on 56 minutes when Dean Cole's pass found Mott on the corner of the penalty area, and he fired in a perfect dipping shot first-time that cleared Brown and went into the top left corner of the Romsey net.

Encouraged, Alresford redoubled their efforts, but were unable to make a second breakthrough.  In fact Romsey looked the more likely to score again, but Graham Bird thwarted sub Macs Sampays by clearing off the line when Waller was beaten, and the game finished with no further addition.

Pewsey Vale 1-1 Fleet Spurs (Division One)

By JOHN PORTER at the Recreation Ground – 28/01/12
This was the second consecutive draw for Spurs.  The game was disappointing, with both sides guilty of giving the ball away too frequently.  Overall, the result was fair, as neither team was capable of doing enough to deserve victory on the day.

At the start of the game, Spurs had more of the possession, and Vale's opening goal came from out of the blue after quarter of an hour when Jack Hopper shot from more 35 yards and keeper Ryan Bone could only watch as the ball dipped just under the bar.  Neither side created many other chances before half term, though ten minutes before half-time home keeper Louie La Touche had to be alert to turn a goal-bound Sam Cobbett drive over the bar. 

There was little change after the break, though Pewsey had more of the possession.  Just before the hour mark, Spurs' equalised with a goal that - like their hosts' - was somewhat against the run of the play.  After a slick passing movement down the left, Chris Musgrove hit a left-footed drive from just outside the box which beat La Touche at the near post.  Pewsey put the Spurs defence under pressure towards the end.  However, they defence held firm, though they have to thank Bone, who made a fine save from a free kick from Ricky Franklin that looked destined for the top corner of the net.  The game ended with no addition to the score and with both camps feeling a grudging satisfaction with the result.
Team Solent 1-0 Cowes Sports (Division One)

By GARY DAY at Test Park – 24/01/12
Both sides are very much in the hunt for promotion but the Yachtsmen, with games in hand on the leading group, were defeated by a late goal to return to the Island feeling disappointed not to have got at least a point.

Cowes won a free-kick in the opening minute and home keeper Tom Taylor did well to push Dominic Burbidge's effort over the bar.  Play was competitive but neither side quite found that vital ingredient and failed to create any decent chances.  Cowes were the better of the sides and looked the more likely to score.  Their best opportunities came when Josh Appell was off balance and shot wide from a Gareth Bricknell corner and Burbidge latched onto a through ball but Taylor saved his angled effort.  Team Solent's best chance of the first half came late on but Will Tickle's effort from a wide position was comfortably tipped over by Chris Norris.

Chances proved harder to create in the second half although a low 35 yard Mike Wheeler effort went narrowly wide and a Scott Kinge header was also wide, both for the students.  With the game now in the latter stages, a Tickle shot was headed off the line by Cowes defender Max Draper and the same player then headed another dangerous ball clear from the next attack to keep the score at 0-0.  However, a goal did come, as in the 87th minute, a needless corner was given away by the visitors.  The flag-kick was half-cleared but Tickle got the ball wide on the left and crossed to the back post where Harry Jeffries, who had stayed up in the penalty box, headed home.  The goal produced a sudden injection of urgency into the game but Solent held on to perhaps pick up a win that might have been a shade fortuitous on overall play but one that takes them into second place in the Division 1 table. 
WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK?

TOTTON AND ELING won the only Premier Division game on Tuesday night, beating CHRISTCHURCH 2-1 at Little Testwood Farm. A goal in either half earnt the Millers a hard-fought three points. Steve Jenkin put the home side after, converting from close range. Zac Anderson doubled the hosts’ advantage, scoring a second rebound of the night. Adam Costello reduced the arrears in stoppage time with a cross that evaded everyone, including the hosts' keeper. Straight from the resulting whistle, the visitors desperately searched for a point, but the referee blew for full time.

In Division One on Tuesday, TEAM SOLENT won their 7.15 kick-off 1-0 at home to COWES SPORTS thanks to a late winner. A Will Tickle corner was headed in by Harry Jeffries to earn three points for Dominic Cunliffe's side. 

In the Wiltshire Senior Cup on Tuesday night, DOWNTON lost their re-arranged game 3-1 at home to Calne Town. Downton were two goals ahead before the tie was abandoned but this time around, they had no such luck. The visitors raced into a 3-0 lead at half-time and although Vince Rusher got a late consolation for the hosts, it wasn't enough to take the Robins through.
TOTTON AND ELING made it two successive wins with a 3-1 away win at FAWLEY AFC on Friday night at the Waterside Sports and Social Club. Adam Lowther put the visitors ahead after just four minutes. Matt Hardiman scored on 58 minutes and Craig Feeney got the third on 78 minutes. In Division One on Friday night, ANDOVER NEW STREET edged a hard-fought clash at Bonnymead Park, 1-0 away at AMESBURY TOWN. The only game of the game came from Richard Eastwood with an impressive strike. 
On Saturday, goals from Chris Hall and Ryan Long gave ROMSEY TOWN a 2-1 away win at ALRESFORD TOWN. Both LAVERSTOCK AND FORD and BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES were hit for six by WINCHESTER CITY and BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS respectively.
At the Denplan City Ground, Jamie White once again proved why he is much sought after, scoring four times, including one from the penalty spot. Adam Roberts scored a well taken volley for the hosts and the visitors scored an own goal to complete the six. The only consolation for the Wiltshire side was a penalty shortly after half-time to reduce the arrears but full time was 6-1 to City. Bemerton Heath Harlequins also produced a rampant display against successful FA Vase side, Bournemouth Poppies. Tom Roberts scored a hat-trick of penalties whilst Jack Slade scored twice and Joe Sanger also completed the scoring at Western Way. ALTON TOWN scores two goals in as many minutes as they won 2-0 away at BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY. Steve Brown and Scott Sanderson were on target for the Brewers whilst Manny Soetan was dismissed for the Watersiders in the last minute. DOWNTON's trip to BRADING TOWN was postponed. FAREHAM TOWN produced an impressive performance, winning 7-0 away at HAMWORTHY UNITED. Despite missing Stuart Green through injury, the Creeksiders were on top form. Burt scored twice as did Tambling whilst there were also goals by Cuthbert, Birmingham and a Wayne Boud penalty. NEWPORT (IOW) won 3-1 away at HAYLING UNITED, with the hosts' only goal coming from the penalty spot. CHRISTCHURCH won 1-0 away at Andy Leaders' LYMINGTON TOWN thanks to a Ben Osborne goal whilst MONEYFIELDS scored an 89th minute winner to beat GE HAMBLE 1-0 at Dover Road. Glenn Burnett's NEW MILTON TOWN beat HORNDEAN 3-1 at Fawcetts Field. Harrison Gilkes bagged a brace for the Linnets and Alex Baldacchino was once again on target, from the penalty spot. Gavin Spurway got the only goal in response for the visitors. 

In Division One, AFC PORTCHESTER won a topsy-turvy encounter, 3-2 at home to league leaders, VERWOOD TOWN. The visitors went ahead after eleven minutes through Delaney. The hosts drew level five minutes later and then shortly afterwards went ahead. Verwood drew level a minute before half-time when Haskell headed in from an Evans free kick. Evans was dismissed for Verwood six minutes after half-time and Portchester took the lead for the final time with ten minutes remaining. EAST COWES VICS won 5-2 at home to PETERSFIELD TOWN. Tom Scovell scored for the hosts and Freddie Knowles netted a hat-trick for the Islanders in this impressive victory. PEWSEY VALE drew 1-1 at home with FLEET SPURS. Scott Musgrove was on target for the visitors whilst Jack Hopper scored for the hosts. TADLEY CALLEVA won 1-0 at home to COWES SPORTS. TEAM SOLENT made it a 13 points out of 15 with a 2-0 home win against STOCKBRIDGE. Leo Churms put the Students ahead on 50 minutes and Jordan Frewin made it two with ten minutes left. US PORTSMOUTH went down 3-2 at home to HYTHE AND DIBDEN. Mark Connet and Dicki Davies put the hosts 2-0 ahead but the Waterside club scored three times in the last 20 minutes to produce a remarkable comeback. RINGWOOD TOWN won 2-0 away at WARMINSTER TOWN. There was a goal in each half from both Wayne Hole and Josh Brown. WHITCHURCH UNITED beat BROCKENHURST 2-0 at Longmeadow. 
WHAT’S ON NEXT WEEK?

In the Premier Division on Tuesday night, ALRESFORD TOWN are at home against struggling HAYLING UNITED, with both sides looking to avenge their defeat on Saturday. BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES will look to bounce back instantly at home against BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY. Poppies were beaten 6-0 on Saturday, whilst their opponents, Blackfield and Langley, also lost 2-0 on Saturday. HORNDEAN play at home against NEWPORT (IOW) on Tuesday night whilst LAVERSTOCK & FORD will also be looking to bounce back when they entertain ROMSEY TOWN. MONEYFIELDS play at home to TOTTON & ELING on Tuesday night. 
FLEET SPURS entertain TADLEY CALLEVA at Kennels Lane in Division One on Tuesday night. Elsewhere, PEWSEY VALE play at home to AMESBURY TOWN and STOCKBRIDGE play COWES SPORTS in a re-arranged Division One game. WHITCHURCH UNITED take on RINGWOOD TOWN at Longmeadow. 
On Wednesday night, BROCKENHURST are at home against ALTON TOWN in the League Cup quarter-Final tie at Grigg Lane. Brockenhurst were knocked out by Moneyfields in the Quarter-Final previously, but it was discovered that the Portsmouth club fielded an ineligible player so Brockenhurst have a second opportunity to make it to the last four.
There is Friday night football at Little Testwood Farm, where TOTTON AND ELING entertain Glenn Burnett’s NEW MILTON TOWN. 

For a full list of Saturday’s fixtures, visit www.wessexleague.co.uk. A selection of the Premier Division fixtures include, GE HAMBLE against BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS and NEWPORT (IOW) host MONEYFIELDS whilst WINCHESTER CITY entertain LYMINGTON TOWN, with Andy Leader returning to the Denplan City Ground. 
A selection of Division One games on Saturday include, BROCKENHURST v EAST COWES VICS and STOCKBRIDGE v VERWOOD TOWN whilst WHITCHURCH UNITED travel away to US PORTSMOUTH.

WHAT HAPPENED ELSEWHERE THIS WEEKEND?
In the Blue Square Bet South, Robbie Matthews had put SALISBURY CITY ahead at Dover Athletic, but Glen Southam levelled for the hosts and the scored finished 1-1. A Bradley Bubb hat-trick ensured that Paul Doswell’s return to EASTLEIGH was a bad one with his new side Sutton United. Damien Scannell also scored to earn the Spitfires a 4-0 home win. Scott Ramsey and Chris Holland were both on target in HAVANT & WATERLOOVILLE’s 2-2 home draw with Hampton & Richmond. FARNBOROUGH got a last minute winner to beat local rivals BASINGSTOKE TOWN, 1-0, at Cherrywood Road. 
In the Evo-Stik Southern Football League, AFC TOTTON left it late to come from behind and win 2-1 at Cirencester Town. Second half goals from Whisken and Brown earned the Stags the win. WEYMOUTH were beaten 2-0 at Oxford City. A Luke Whitley goal had put BASHLEY ahead but they were pegged back and drew 1-1 at home to Frome Town. 

In the Evo-Stik South and West Division One, a goal from James in the 85th minute gave SHOLING a 1-0 away win at Cinderford Town. Clevedon Town got a second half equaliser to draw 1-1 at home to WIMBORNE TOWN after Tom Jeffes had put the Magpies ahead. Justin Bennett scored a brace as GOSPORT BOROUGH won 2-1 at home to Bridgwater Town. POOLE TOWN comfortably won 4-1 at home to Mangotsfield United. The visitors went ahead in the first half but Dan Cann levelled proceedings and then Baggridge scored twice whilst Carl Preston added a fourth late on. 

In the Toolstation Western League Premier Division on Saturday, Barnstaple Town won 3-1 at home to Radstock Town and Bridport suffered a 2-0 away reverse at Corsham Town. Larkhall Athletic and Bristol Manor Farm drew 1-1 whilst Ilfracombe Town won 2-0 at Longwell Green Sports. Merthyr Town won 4-1 at home to Wells City and Bitton won 2-1 at Odd Down. Bishop Sutton put six past Sherborne Town in a 6-1 away triumph and Hallen beat Street away 1-0. Brislington won 2-1 at Willand Rovers. 

Visit www.wessexleague.co.uk for News, Fixtures, Results, League Tables, Goalscorers, Attendances and much more. (Newsletter by MATT RICHBELL), please note new contact telephone: 07861 41712. 
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