[image: image1.png]The Sydenhams Football League (Wessex)







[image: image2.jpg]


 Sydenhams Builders 

Merchants are proud sponsors of the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex)

WELCOME

Welcome to the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) newsletter Issue number 124. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL and we hope that you enjoyed and relaxed over the Festive period. Welcome to 2012. 

LEAGUE NEWS

CONTACT DETAILS – Communications Consultant for the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex), Matt Richbell, will be operating from a new mobile telephone number. This is with immediate effect and the number is 07861417120. 
MATCH OFFICIALS – January’s list of Match Officials has now been circulated and is available online at www.wessexleague.co.uk. 

CLUB NEWS

ALRESFORD TOWN - Alresford Town have signed Carl Saunders, a midfielder, from local rivals Alton Town. Saunders netted on his debut, which was a 3-0 win for Alresford away at Hamworthy United.
ALTON TOWN - Grant Powell has left Whitchurch United and has opted to sign for Premier Division side, Alton Town. Powell had scored three times for United this season but has moved up a league to join Alton.
John Robson has resigned as manager of Alton Town. Robson ended his third spell at the club following Tuesdays' 3-0 home loss to Horndean. Robson has said, "It's been enjoyable hard work until now, it's just become hard work over the last five or six weeks. But the players have been excellent and I’ll be at the Winchester City game on the 27th to support from the stands." Robson is still hoping to remain in football in the New Year, "I can't remember not being involved in football, it's in my blood and I want to stay in the game while I still have the energy to keep going," said Robson.
Alton Town FC are pleased to announce the appointment of Kevin Smith as their new first-team Manager following the recent resignation of John Robson. Kevin is in his third season as assistant and coach to the first team which has allowed him to gain knowledge and experience not only of the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) but also of the football club. Kevin is well qualified as a coach and in the whole field of first aid and sports medicine. Kevin will be joined by Kester Buckland, a full time professional coach and director of The Football School. Buckland has his UEFA B qualification as well as a BSc in Sports Science and PGCE in Physical Education. Kester has long term connections with the club and this season has been assisting Clive Ventham with the reserve team setup.
FAREHAM TOWN - Fareham Town midfielder, Wayne Boud, has been nominated in The News 2011 Sports Awards in 'the best one off performance' category for his hat-trick of penalties in the league clash at Totton and Eling. This was the first time since 1955 that a Fareham player has scored a hat-trick of penalties. To vote for Wayne, text 61500 and then type "pen sports 69 wayne boud" followed by house number and postcode. 
HAMWORTHY UNITED - Steve Whitcher has left Lymington Town and has signed for fellow Premier Division side, Hamworthy United. Whitcher has played at Wimborne Town for Alex Browne and will now play for Browne's brother, Simon, at Hamworthy United.
Lee Chudy has followed Steve Whitcher in moving from Lymington Town to Hamworthy United. Whitcher made the move last week and Chudy has now also joined the Hammers.
LAVERSTOCK AND FORD - Wayne Lockey, who relinquished his role as Manager of Ringwood Town last week, has agreed to take over at Laverstock and Ford, when he returns from a month in South Africa. Following Lockey to the Dell is Dan Marks who played in goal for him at Ringwood. Another goalkeeper has also joined Laverstock and Ford, Matt Willsher, who has signed from Eastleigh, but who started the season in goal at Hythe and Dibden.
LYMINGTON TOWN - Andy Leader, newly installed manager of Lymington Town, has been busy recruiting new faces for his side. Elliott Wykes has joined Lymington Town from Laverstock and Ford, whilst also joining the club is Adam Tomasso who has signed on dual-registration terms from AFC Totton. Edward Barnes-Andrews, who started the season at Fareham Town, before joining Romsey Town, has now left the Bypass Ground and has also joined Lymington Town. Danny Cox is another new recruit for Lymington Town, who was at Winchester City for his second spell at the club recently and before then Cox was at Sholing. Several unattached players have also joined the club; Andrew Bayliss, Benjamin Boyce and Christopher Onoufriou.

TOTTON AND ELING - Midfielder Matt Hardiman has returned to the Millers from a coaching job in USA, and is looking to force his place back in the side along with Jimmy Anderson, who his home for Christmas. Anderson works in a South American Mine and is back every four weeks for three weeks and Saints Academy goalkeeper, Steve Mowthorpe has returned to St. Mary’s.
VERWOOD TOWN – Verwood Town’s Veteran side beat Verwood Town’s Reserve side 1-0 in their annual festive fixture. The absorbing fixture saw the Veterans steal a late winner to win the clash 1-0. 

WHITCHURCH UNITED - Grant Powell has been replaced at Whitchurch United by Simon Dunn who has signed on dual-registration forms from Blue Square Bet South side, Basingstoke Town. Dunn was due to join Chippenham Town on loan, but that move collapsed so he has stayed closer to home and signed for Whitchurch.
WHAT’S HAPPENED SINCE DECEMBER 18TH?

On Monday night (19th) in the Premier Division, there was a Wiltshire derby at Western Way when BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS beat neighbours, LAVERSTOCK AND FORD, 5-1. Kane O'Keefe continued his impressive form this season with a brace and that was added to by goals from Jack Slade, Graham Mankin and Danny Young whilst Craig Haywood got the only goal for the struggling visitors.
HORNDEAN won 3-0 at ALTON TOWN on Tuesday night (20th), a result that signalled the resignation of Alton boss, John Robson. ALRESFORD TOWN and CHRISTCHURCH both had home games postponed against BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY and ROMSEY TOWN respectively. A penalty and three goals from set pieces gave MONEYFIELDS a 4-3 victory over NEW MILTON TOWN. Two of these goals were actually own goals that were scored by Callum Tanner and Tom Barge. Tom Donaldson netted an impressive free kick for the visitors and he came close with two other set pieces whilst the Linnets' other goals were scored by Alex Baldacchino (his 20th of the season) and Alex Moth with his first goal since signing on dual-reg from AFC Bournemouth. New Milton pushed for an equaliser late on but were denied by an inspired goalkeeper in the hosts' goal.
BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES won 2-1 away at FAWLEY AFC on Wednesday night (21st). Dave Ewen put the visitors ahead five minutes before half-time and the Watersiders levelled one minute after the restart. Callum Earl equalised but Taylor netted a last minute winner to seal the points in a scrappy game for the visitors.
On Boxing Day lunchtime, MONEYFIELDS recorded an emphatic 4-0 home win against neighbours, HORNDEAN. Former AFC Bournemouth and Havant & Waterlooville front man, Steve Hutchings, scored a hat-trick for the hosts and the other goal came thanks to Slater. NEWPORT (IOW) won the Isle-of-Wight derby, 1-0 at home to BRADING TOWN, with manager Steve Brougham, earning three points against his former side. Tom McInnes got the only goal of the game after just six minutes.
On Tuesday (27th) early afternoon, LYMINGTON TOWN and BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY played out a 0-0 draw. Later on that day, WINCHESTER CITY thrashed local rivals ALTON TOWN 4-0 at the Denplan City Ground. Jamie White bagged a hat-trick for the hosts and Mark Lilley netted a late fourth for the hosts. DOWNTON beat HAMWORTHY UNITED 2-1 also on Tuesday afternoon. Charles Aldridge made a smart double save from the penalty spot at 0-0. The Robins then went ahead through Nic Turpin in the 20th minute. Luke Burbidge levelled for the Hammers on 34 minutes but the winner came on 71 minutes when Vince Rusher's deflected effort found the back of the net to give him five in five starts in the month of December. Danny Bowers' GE HAMBLE produced an impressive display to beat FAREHAM TOWN 5-2 at Follands Park. In Division One, AFC PORTCHESTER beat PETERSFIELD TOWN 2-1.

On Tuesday night, both sides earned a share of the spoils at Victoria Park as BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES drew 0-0 at home to CHRISTCHURCH. Graham Kemp's visiting side came very close early after when Sam Griffin went on a mazy run and his effort came back off the crossbar. Poppies then had much of the opening period with Martin Warren and Jon Blake both having efforts saved by Stewart Kearn in the Christchurch goal. Matt Blake also fired over as Poppies took early control but Mark Fairbrother also came close for Christchurch just before half-time. Sam Griffin went close for Christchurch with 15 minutes remaining when his effort went past the post. However just moments later, Poppies had the perfect opportunity to win the game when Jake Rowley was brought down by Legg, who was cautioned. Dave Ewen stepped up to take the spot kick, but his penalty went comfortably over the crossbar. Both sides traded substitutes and corners late on but the score remained 0-0 at full-time. 
On Wednesday night (28th) in the Premier Division, ROMSEY TOWN maintained their impressive recent form with a 1-0 win away at TOTTON AND ELING. 

Elsewhere, in Division One, VERWOOD TOWN beat local rivals RINGWOOD TOWN, 3-0 at Potterne Park. 
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DERBY DAY PICTURES FROM VERWOOD TOWN’s win against RINGWOOD TOWN – from www.vtfc.co.uk 

On Friday night (30th) in the Premier Division, ALRESFORD TOWN recorded an impressive 3-0 away win at HAMWORTHY UNITED.
WHAT HAPPENED ON BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY?

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK?

On Tuesday night, in the Premier Division, ALTON TOWN host HAYLING UNITED. Elsewhere, there is an eagerly anticipated local derby at Western Way, where BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS host DOWNTON. There is another local derby at the Gang Warily Stadium, where BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY host FAWLEY AFC. LAVERSTOCK AND FORD entertain ROMSEY TOWN at the Dell on Tuesday night and MONEYFIELDS play at home to TOTTON AND ELING. 
In Division One on Tuesday night, there is a local derby at the Wicor Recreation Ground, with AFC PORTCHESTER playing at home to UNITED SERVICES PORTSMOUTH. FLEET SPURS take on TADLEY CALLEVA at Kennels Lane on Tuesday night and HYTHE AND DIBDEN play at home to TEAM SOLENT whilst STOCKBRIDGE travel to PETERSFIELD TOWN. 
On Wednesday night, in Division One, RINGWOOD TOWN make the short trip to play away at BROCKENHURST.

On Thursday night, also in Division One, ANDOVER NEW STREET are in action at home to WHITCHURCH UNITED. 

On Saturday January 7th:

Premier Division

Alresford Town
v
Christchurch

Bournemouth

v
Laverstock & Ford

Fawley


v
Brading Town

G E Hamble

v
Horndean

Hayling United
v
Hamworthy United

Lymington Town
v
Moneyfields

New Milton Town
v
Alton Town

Newport (IOW)
v
Fareham Town

Romsey Town

v
Blackfield & Langley

Totton & Eling

v
Downton

Winchester City
v
Bemerton H.H.
Division One

Andover New Street 
v 
Fleet Spurs

East Cowes Victoria 
v 
Hythe & Dibden

Ringwood Town 
v 
Pewsey Vale

Tadley Calleva 
v 
Stockbridge

Team Solent 

v 
Amesbury Town

US Portsmouth 
v 
Brockenhurst

Verwood Town 
v 
Petersfield Town

Warminster Town 
v 
AFC Portchester

Whitchurch United 
v 
Cowes Sports
MATCH REPORTS

Wednesday 28th December

Totton & Eling 0-1 Romsey Town (Premier Division)

By CHRIS TONA at Little Testwood Farm

A bumper Christmas crowd of 166, witnessed a cracking game of football, The Millers, despite dominating the game for long periods and creating a hatful of chances, couldn't find the net and went down to a 7th minute strike from the prolific De'ath.
The first half was pretty one sided, apart from De'aths goal, The Millers carving open the Romsey defence time after time but could not make the chances count, Steve Jenkin should have put T&E one up in the 2nd minute but his shot went straight at the keeper, Callum Oliver also went close, blazing over from close range, then a header that went agonisingly wide. Steve Jenkin then put in a great cross which flashed across the goal, but no one was at hand to put it in.
The Millers Midfield, Matt Monk, Matty Hardiman and Terry Cox dominated and passed the ball well and gave Romsey no time on the ball, working it across the park and through the middle with ease, Craig Feeney was a constant threat but didn't get any real chances.
The second half wasn't as flowing as the first, but T&E still kept creating decent chances, though the finishes never really troubled Brown in the Romsey goal. It wasn't all one way traffic though, Romsey catching The Millers on the break a few times and maybe should have done better but the T&E back four, backed up by Saints academy starlet Steve Mowthorpe snubbed out any danger.
In the last 10 minutes of the game The Millers went close four times, Callum Oliver again unlucky though should have done better, putting another close range effort wide, then in the dying seconds he created space for himself inside the box but he kicked the ground first and his shot was easily saved.
Tuesday 27th December

Bournemouth Poppies 0-0 Christchurch (Premier Division)

By MATT RICHBELL at Victoria Park

On Tuesday night, both sides earned a share of the spoils at Victoria Park as BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES drew 0-0 at home to CHRISTCHURCH. Graham Kemp's visiting side came very close early after when Sam Griffin went on a mazy run and his effort came back off the crossbar. Poppies then had much of the opening period with Martin Warren and Jon Blake both having efforts saved by Stewart Kearn in the Christchurch goal. Matt Blake also fired over as Poppies took early control but Mark Fairbrother also came close for Christchurch just before half-time. Sam Griffin went close for Christchurch with 15 minutes remaining when his effort went past the post. However just moments later, Poppies had the perfect opportunity to win the game when Jake Rowley was brought down by Legg, who was cautioned. Dave Ewen stepped up to take the spot kick, but his penalty went comfortably over the crossbar. Both sides traded substitutes and corners late on but the score remained 0-0 at full-time.
WHAT HAPPENED ELSEWHERE OVER CHRISTMAS?

Charlie Austin made a substitute in Burnley’s 3-0 home win against Doncaster Rovers on Boxing Day.  
Simon Moore was an unused substitute for Brentford on Boxing Day in the Bees’ 1-1 home draw with Bournemouth. 

On Boxing Day in the Blue Square Bet South Division, Salisbury City won 3-0 away at Alan Knight’s Dorchester Town. All three goals came in an impressive first-half display. Havant and Waterlooville and Eastleigh drew 0-0 at Westleigh Park on Boxing Day. Ogunbote got an equaliser with 15 minutes left to earn Basingstoke Town a point in a 1-1 away draw at Maidenhead United. A crowd of 3,014 saw Woking beat neighbours, Farnborough, 1-0. 

On Boxing Day in the Evo-Stik Southern Premier Division, AFC Totton won 2-0 at home to Bashley. Hill and Gosney were both on target for the Stags. Weymouth drew 0-0 away at Frome Town. 

On Boxing Day in the Evo-Stik South and West Division One, a Micky Hubbard penalty gave Poole Town a 1-0 away win at Wimborne Town. 
On Tuesday 27th, a Justin Bennett goal six minutes from time gave Gosport Borough a 1-0 home win against Sholing. 

Visit www.wessexleague.co.uk for News, Fixtures, Results, League Tables, Goalscorers, Attendances and much more. (Newsletter by MATT RICHBELL), please note new contact telephone: 07861 417120
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